EBERSBERG                             395
the same time as Massena's troops entered after considerable loss. Napoleon went from Wels to Bbersberg by the right bank, which showed that the road was perfectly clear. On reaching the field of battle, he was deeply grieved at the sight of so many men uselessly killed, and would see no one for the whole evening. If any other than Massfoa had ventured without orders to deliver an attack so imprudently, he'would probably have been sent to the rear, but Massena was the spoilt child of victory, and the Emperor limited himself to some severe remarks. The army was less indulgent, and criticised Massena's conduct loudly. In excuse he said that as the Austrians who were defending the place under General Hiller had the bridge across the Danube at Mauth-hausen, there was reason to fear that if they were not promptly attacked without awaiting the returning force from Wels, General Hiller might cross the Danube and join the Archduke on the other side. But this would have involved no inconvenience for us: it would have been to our advantage, for we should have found the right bank of the river entirely undefended. Furthermore, the object that Mass6na had in view was not attained, for General Hiller actually did cross the Danube at Stein, and made all haste to reach Vienna.
After crossing the Traun, burning the bridge at Mauth-hausen, and passing the Enns, the army advanced to Molk, without knowing what had become of General Hiller. Some spies assured us that the Archduke had crossed the Danube and joined him, and that we should on the morrow meet the whole Austrian army, strongly posted in front of Saint-Polten. In that case, we must make ready to fight a great battle; but if it were otherwise, we had to march quickly on Vienna in order to get there before the enemy could reach it by the other bank. For want of positive information the Emperor was very undecided. The question to be solved was, Had General Hiller crossed the Danube, or was he still in front of us, masked by a swarm of light cavalry, which, always flying, never let us get near enough to take a prisoner from whom onejnight get some enlightenment?that if Napoleon did blame Mass6na, he never heard of it.dam going back this moment/    cVery sorrjr, but you will show us the bridge before you go back.ch attack would fail that he had not even placed a sentry outside the archway to let him know what was going on, so he was thunderstruck at seeing us come up in his rear.
